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CONNECTING ISLANDS ON ONE GREAT ROAD.
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BYSKEN ATKEN
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arrived at the dock in Souris not knowing what to expect.

Even with my research they remained a mystery and, despite
stories heard, I'd never met anyone who had actually been there.
Basque fishermen had been voyaging to this archipelago to hunt
“sea cows” even before Columbus discovered America, but then,
as now, the best-kept maritime secrets don’t appear on maps.
Yet, when the Traversier docked at Prince Edward Island, nine

bikes rolled out; when it left, it carried four.
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The Mapdalen Islands (Mles de la Madeleine) are one of
those rare “in” places to ride, but few have heard of them,
[owwted 1o the Gult of St Lawrence approximate I'; 134 miles
(215 k) oeast of the (5 "*[“' B males (105 km) north of Prince
Fdward lsland and 60 miles (95 km) west of C ape lireton, the
“MWhaggies™ are considered to be the northermaost portion of
the Appalachian Moontains and h|_1<mf_| to the province of
Authoritative sources can't even agree on the exten
of their land area (somewhere between 77 and 88 square
miles ), but there are seven inhabited islands and all but one are
connected by asingle highway, The sole purpose of my long

Cluelbee,

journey was to ride this road.

A fwve-hour ferry ride establishes o sense of distance and
f.l.';"]-lr'l_r1 that one is ]1|.'ﬂ.l.||.'d LI AN |,".\:1l1-I|.' 111|.'.I.1-I|II'I..
Rising from a vivid blue ocean off the port side of the ship
were emerald-green hills atop red sandseone eliffs o hundred
feet hiph; a finback whale swam parallel to our course. My
firse view of Entry Island was unlike any other part of the

imbues a

Appalachians Td ever seen,
Debarking at Grindstone (Cap-awx-Meules), my
first stop w;u;_iu.-ﬂ cutside the Zates of the !'urr_-,.r Ter-
'IT]iI'I:I] it T.I'I{" l.‘n1|ri!i[‘ irlﬂ'l rrn:LﬁnTl f{"l'lrl:T.Thc r”llri.‘ir
board had graciously assisted this erip IEr:..’ doing all
the hard work in setting up an itinerary based on
my specific requests, It appears that tonight Tl be
sleeping in a convent.
Imagine a place where every home is painted a

;me:l-r;; m.ﬁ.;mmu of ﬂshmmn =
hauling in a net, L'Etang-du-Nord,
Gap-aux-Meules (Grindstone Inlgnd]u %

different color, Originally an Acadian tradinion developed as
identifving beacons for fishermen returning home, it has
survived and matored into o cultueal are Form that’s actively
ernlraced ]:}' the Madelinors, Varied hoaes -::-1'|'I1I:|‘l]1‘.. red, blue,
orange, sreen and vellow intermingle with houses painced
patstel] I||1'-:]'.|ni-t' pink, Tvvender, ming and mawve, Trimmed in
contrasting or Lnnl]:ul.: mentary colors, each differs from s
neighbors; it's a photographer’s dream.

Route 199 is only 54.6 miles (B8 km) long and, despite a
few sharp corners, it doesn't offer any technical challenges. Tes
entire length, from the docks o La Grave to the harbor in

Crrande Entrée, can be easily ridden in an hour and a half. The

total mleage of all roads, both gravel and paved, on the archi-
pelapo is leas than 186 miles (300 km), However, all the time,
effort and expense required just to get me to this highway
prosves to be justified,

One 12-mile segment of Route 199 runs along North Dune
and across tiny Seal Poine Lsland (e de la Poinre aux Loups—

T ‘L o

This BESB by the sea in jjlawm-m:'-hlalsnns is one of
the most dften photographed blildings on the lslands.




i

nmlram mlt[ld an are &n m:auian traditian. This view s
on Petile Baie lrum- aaﬂ,ﬂu-ra-m-mmu {House Harbor um; it

T‘B Funt‘lr d'Antan on Havra-

aux-Maisohs drigs hHrlng
T }{l the traditional Island
: o ™ st:.llu.‘ Eluriniuus.

The north end of Roule
199 arives at the docks in
GrnndaaEglma on Grande-
Entrite Island.

The boutiques of L'Etang-du-Nord,
Gap-awe-Meules (Grindstone I1sland). -

lasig=marin being the local name for seal).
[t's a long, straight stretch of highway.
Litility poles line each side of the road, con
\'t'l'Hi!IIH in the distance w]tih: |1|_::|t Waves
add a surrealistic image to the already gentle
undulations of an asphalr surface built on a
foundation of loose sand, Normally T don’
care for long, straight roads, but this is
exceptional. Here, the ocean lines both
sides of the highway only to disappear
behind a long ridge of grass-anchored sand.
[ other places the powdery sands of trans
verse dunes crest above the road and spill onto its asphalt
shoulders while lue herons stride chrough the lush salewarer
marshes on the opposite side of the highway, T enjoy riding
"'I'Hl'gh sand dunes and this offers more r1'1|:'l; more dl.tnt."-c1
less rraffic and nll".' L tiny raction of the amount ol |u'«:]r|u
found on the National Seashore in C: ape Cad,

[ pass one of the wp-ranked beaches in the world, Arcing
East Point Mational Wildlife Reserve, Fast Point
Beach and Grande-Fchoueric (an dcdonerie 15 where wialrus, or
A |'|||.|.||.L'|.! ll:l{']l:l"-'_'l'l.l':"\- .l!'\-.'llll'l! 1 ‘;':l!||'l\|tzll_"] COn
bine to [u'ru-'ixh: 13 continuous males (22 km) of
beach.

around

“sen cows,”
;_':1 JT_EI"I'H'.""- 'Q:‘:I'I\.I
Lxeepr for two short stretches on either end, this

exceptional strip of sand 15 deserted. T could run naked on
many of the islands' 196 miles of pristine beaches and not

encounter @ single person, The Bike can be parked anywhere,
since r'rl:'.l'.iﬂr', a motoreyvele Just sn't feasible when che only
escapie is by |II.'J|' . .

The ]nﬁnv.w ends at the quay in Crande-Enrrée, Today
most of the fishing fleet is docked and the boutiques and
restaurants seem o be moderately busy, T take some photos,
bur since I've managed w cover less than 30 miles this mom
ing, [wane vo keep riding, La Grave 15 at the other end of the
road so, pulling a U-turn, Thead in the opposite direction,

The southern end of Route 199 terminates at another fishing
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pice, although the istand of Adbert’s Hlasbor (He du I lavre

Aubert) continues for many kilometers as Sandy ook, a long,
thin dumne that stretches toward Entry lsland, The village of
La Grave was the firse settlement in the islands, established in
1755 by refugees escaping the Acadian Expulsion (e Grand
Devangement) by the British in Nova Scotia {others soughe
refupre in Louisiana and created l|:-“:1_i|:||:1 culture).

The village of La Crrave has become an artist community.
[ts tiny cedar-shingled Oshing sheds dare from the 1%h and
early 20th cenruries, but rather than housing lobster traps,
thev've been transformed into small bouriques and galleries
that feature the work of lecal artists ancd artisans, Café de La
Grave 15 in the old general store, and the funky interior with
its mismntehed chairs and wables and adorned with original ar
has made this the local hangour. It the place to order the

Laft: St Pater's=by-the=5ea is on Route 199 in Old-Harry, 11's mada
of wood salvaged from shipwrecks and carries it own stores
with its special doors.

lncal specialty, a seatood pie called "pot-en-por.”

Ier ehe tenwn of | .']'.I'.|:|_|_'| du=Mord a cluster of color
ful clapboard-sided boutigques face the sea. The vellow
one turns ot te be Calé la Core, where salt-cod pizea
i= the house specialty, From here the angular hulk of
Diede af” Comnaughe can be seen resting against the

rocks of Sav age Head (Cap a Savage). Having rusred
b thie same red color as the cliffs, T ocant fipure one
whar it 15 and have o ask. The locals joke that its the
work of 0 contempaorary metal sculptor,

As o turns out, a large [rercentage of the residents
are ..|||'-.'L:1_'|' descended Trom the survivors of more than 00
shipwrecks, and many buildings on these islands were con
structed from salvaged ship tmbers. One such example is the
Church ol St Pierre in Lavernicre; it also has the distinetion
of being the sccond-largest wooden church in North America.

Fishing is the mainstay of the local economy, More than 2
million pounds of lobster are harvested annually, as well as
tresh scallops, blue mussels, clams, snow crab and a varicty of
fish. Smoking fish s an islind madition and a few old-sevle
smokehouses [Saragued made of hay hales are used T farmers.
Fumoir d’Antan on He do Havee-aue-Maisons has created an
exeellent little suseum in the original smokehouse, This vear
I,"im_l."rc licensed for 0000 '|1IZH!1:|I:|.!1' ol ]]t'[l':II];_-"—llill!_'.' also
smoke mackerel, cel and scallops—and three quarters of this
will be sold on the islands. T purchase vacuum packages to

CALL YOUR AGENCY . :
United States: TRI COMMUNITY TRAVEL, cA 800-507-4459 ; 1optHar TraveL, pa 800-234-5670

rvice, ont 800-661-5035

EILEEN'S TRAVEL, FL BO0-362-2794 / canada: FAREWELL TRAVEL




biring home and o couple of “spack-packs" to munch on while
riding ahout—this probably explaing why my tankbag smells a
liehe lishy.

Tonight's Indging is Auberge La Salicorne i Grande-
Entrée, and ]Lh_'kjng back with a Iir:nn:.ut_r g of the local
|.I|'I."|'|I .|tIL| |:I||.!|'.l.'|.|i.||.'r'I L&l :l‘L-ull :~:|.1|ZI|LH|;.' ] |.!"11|;'r||'\| 1o |-l||' '”!E“-'ll -"i-'\-ll-I
of the seal hunting controversy and local history, Prior to the
creation of Roure 199 in 1956, Madelinots had o boar trom
island 1o island, This created very diverse communities unique
tor their particular pateh of land. Today this remains evident on
Entry lsland, the only inhabited one not connected by road,
There is a local |'u'd:'.urr'|:an I-rrr:.', bt T chose to make the six-
mile (10 k) trek across open water ina rubber boat ( £odiac)
operated by Excursions en mer,

After circumventing the island and looking at the nesting
sites of local sealirds, including those of the Razorbill Auk, 2
i'l'l':lz'lll.' |'.H‘||.|": rl"ll'l:l:lr'll'l:l Ty hi]’«'-“" |.||'I ”ll:'I i‘l‘l” r-':":"l- il P.l"nl.-'ll-n:li..
view of the archipelago.

[t's fimally time to Jeave the islinds and T pack the Ducati
in the belly of the Faorneier for the trip up the St Lawrence

Route 199 crossing to North Dune. i

R T A

River 1 Monteeal, Despite their small size, four days in the
islands wasn't long enough to take advantage of all they have
tor edler and 1 never tired of -mn back and Forth on the same
road. | have to be ‘nn'r(nr'.'.lrh thu- bt it does provide a reason

tc,- mies to returny B []L"- de la "'-l.ldl_ll_lj'll'_ NEXT "fk.lT :ﬁ

GOOD TD KNOW

.M. T4 ferry from Souris, PEN, is daily; from Montreal and Chandler,
weekly. (888) 986-3278; www.ctma.ca

Access to Entry Iskand is by public pedestrian ferry, or by excursion
boat or Zodiac operated by Excursion en mer, 264 Ch Du Qual,
Cap-aux-Meules; (418) 986-4745; wwiw BXCURSIONSENMErcom

Motorcyeles can be rented in Cap-Auw-Maules from Léon Lapieme (Hertz).
357, Chemin Principal, Cap-aux-Meules, G4T 1E2; (418) DB6-3377

Towrist Information Centre. 128 Chemin Principal, GHD-EIUK-MEUIEE;_
G4T 165; (B77) 624-d437; www tourismeilesdelamadelgine.com 38
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) - b”"!ﬁ“’d -The I{ sader in wireless tire

SHOW CHROME

ACCESSORIES

2 Minute Self-Installation

100% Wireless G-Force
— Continwous Transmitting

FOR DETAILS AND THE LOCATION OF YOUR NEAREST AUTHORIZED DEALER, CALL ON I.-"|I SIT US ONLINE TODAY

aproductof B G BIKE PARTS”

1-800-826-2411

www.bigbikeparts.com
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