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Gastronomy and local country products

The culture of the fles de la Madeleine is fascinating. A trip to the
Islands does indeed reveal a wonderfully unique landscape, but it also The fine flavours of regional cuisine
offers an unexpected encounter with their singular maritime culture,

the pride and joy of the 13 000 inhabitants of the archipelago.
Lovers of fine foods and regional specialties will be overjoyed by
The Tles de la Madeleine belong to Quebec, but their roots lie deep in R | cRlh o MR chiele oW bl

Acadia, In a histofy strongiff influenced: bys shipwiecks-and bysthe Quebecois destination for aficionados of fine eating. Gourmets will

audacity of the people who have struggled for 200 yearg.to B LildkaTa delight in the mouth-watering allure of the local products and seafood,

community in the heart of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The Acadian legacy transformed through the artistry of the Island chefs into an original,

shows up wherever you look : in the music, in the traditions and in delicious cuisine. Qbviously, the fishing industry, always paramount in

the seductively musical accents of the local dialect that delights the (o SR U RV OSSR CeUSESUBRIROTIpetiectly. el

Visitor's &8k from fhe first Keaning, #lhe. TEiaes! are| ANGIERaNord ingredients : lobster, snow crab, scallops, mussels and many different

entirely. S . types of fish.

Lately, there has been a remarkable expansion in the development

Any trip to the Magdalen Archipelago must necessarily involve the of local products. Cheeses, beers, jams, smoked fish and agricultural

arts. There are many artists and artisans in the Islands, expressing products all play a role in making the archipelago a deliciously flavourful

themsel\'}es in a wide variety of disciplines: painting, sculpture, photogra- destination. Mark this on your calendar: June is regional gastronomy

phy, music, theatre, storytelling, circus arts. You can meet these artists ! month.
in their workshops and galleries, go to the shows, participate in cultural
even'ts, marvel at the history of the Islands and discover the tight link
binding their rich heritage to the traditional trades of the sea which

have so profoundly influenced the lives of the Islanders.

The lles de la Madeleine are a unique cultural destination offering

visitors total immersion in a uniquely different way of life.
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Visual Arts and Fme Crafts

Creative artists hear the siren call of the archipelago

The Tles de la Madeleine are well known for the excellence of their
visual arts and fine crafts. Creative artists soon fall under the spell
of the exceptional maritime environment, finding endless sources of
inspiration in the sea, the red cliffs, the sand dunes and the extraordi-

narily luminous quality of the ambient light.

The quality and diversity of the artwork is astounding. Superb craftspeople
take up raw materials like wood, glass, alabaster, metals, sand, clay
and seal leather, and transform them into art objects. Artists working
in oil or watercolours, photographers and engravers explore the light
and boundless horizons of their environment. Discover the Islands ;
discover also the talent and unique vision of its creative artists. With
the pamphlet entitled "Circuit des arts visuels et des métiers d’art”
(Arts and Crafts Tour) visitors can easily locate the different galleries

and workshops.
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Usefull informations
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.For more information about the fles de'lé' Madeleine :
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Tourisme fles de la Madeleine : 1
128 Chemin Principal, Cap-aux-Meules (Quebec) G4T 1C5 |

T:(418) 986 2245 or toll free: 1-877-624-4437
W : www.tourismeilesdelamadeleine.com
E : info@tourismeilesdelamadeleine.com
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www.arrimage-im.qc.ca
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Dan|ounpuebec. com

Tourisme Québec:
From Montreal : (514) 873-2015
From Québec, elsewhere in Canada or in the U.S.: 1-800-363-7777

Photos credits :

M. Bonato, P. Arseneau, G. Thériault, L'lle Imagin‘air, E. Roberge,
M. Papageorges, A. Vigneau, F.Kruger, M. Fiset, F.Deabecker, J.Lalonde,
Tourisme fles de la Madeleine.

Artists :
Artisans du Sable, Marie Berger, Francine Bourque, Boutique d'art Tendance,
Héléne Chevarie, La Maison du Potier, Patrick Leblond,

Poterie du Cap Blanc, Dominic Lefrangois, Annie Morin, Isoline Vallée,
Jacques Hébert, Verrerie La Méduse.

This document is the product of a partnership between
Arrimage cultural corporation and Tourisme iles de la Madeleine
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.
Theatre Arts

A long musical tradition!_*
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Music has always played an important part in the lives of the Islanders.
In the past, when the archipelago was isolated for long periods during

the winter, neighbours got together to dance and sing to the music of

» - ‘Museums, Economuseums
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History and Heritage Interpretation Sites |
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On the Islands, nothing is quite the same : life flows along at a different

the local fiddler. Every single house had a guitar, a violin or a piano. [
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It is not too surprising,?h;n, to see that the Madelinots Ha_ve an.a:nborn
talent for music, song and theatre. During the summer, the cultural
calendar is packed with dozens and dozens of shows féaturir]g local as
well as Quebecois and internation‘gl artists. Cultural events are a fine
forum for artistic creations : storytelling, circus, violiﬁ, improvisa}jonal

theatre. "

pace, traditions and music are everywhere. Visitors succumb to the

charm of this singular cultural environment as soon as they step off the

Herttage. Architecture, Traditions :

There are countless people with theatrical talent in the lles ﬁe'lla boat. The Madelinots love to talk about their islands, their lifestyle, the

Madeleine, and their creations {nake this unique cultural destination 130-year-old lobster fishery, and the legends that have helped define

A little corner of Acadia

gven more attractive and fascinating. i - i their history.

Although they are in fact part of Quebec, the les de la Madeleine owe A dozen interpretation sites feature this cultural heritage. There are
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their spiritual and cultural heritage to the Acadians, whose influence museums, an aquarium, an archival centre, interpretation sites and tvyo

can be seen and felt all over in traditional architecture typified economuseums, one based on sand and the other on smoked herring.

by brightly coloured shingled houses, in the charming lilt of the You can also visit the second largest wooden church in North America,

accent, in the traditional Mi-Caréme festival celebrating the middle classed as a historic monument. The lles de la Madeleine : a region

of Lent, in the foot-tapping power of the music and in the legacy of which will astound you by the richness of its culture, its history and its

the fishing industry whose influence pervades all aspects of the heritage.
inhabitants’ lifestyle. Amazingly full and vibrant, the heritage of the fles
de la Madeleine maintains a perfect balance between traditional
and modern. Stories, legends, music, sea trades and lifestyles are
transmitted from one generation to the next. The Islanders are justly
proud of their Acadian heritage and their traditions, and they are

always glad to introduce them to visitors.
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